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Headteacher’s Letter

5th November 2021

Dear all,
Welcome back everyone after the half term
break. The shorter days and the appearance of
frost are certainly conﬁrming that winter is
ﬁnally here.

Hands

Thank you to all of our Year 11 parents, carers and
students for your participation and engagement in our ﬁrst virtual
parents’ evening of the year. It is heartening to hear that they have
all been busily preparing for the upcoming mock examinations and
keen to access all the support being offered before, during and after
school from our teaching staff.

Face

This week I have been fortunate to visit St Matthew’s Primary
School, Bushmead Primary School and Wenlock C of E Junior
School to announce the winners of our Open Evening competition
and donate books to their libraries. I am very grateful to the
Headteachers, staff and students for the warm welcome we
received and congratulations once again to those lucky winners of
the Kindle Fire.

Space

Term Dates Autumn

Year 7 Parents and carers will be
warmly welcomed next week for
our Year 7 workshop evening. The
evening will provide an
opportunity to meet with tutors
and receive somes additional
insight and guidance inot key
aspects of your child’s school life.
To all of our parents, carers,
students and staff who are
celebrating Diwali we hope you
have a blessed, healthy and
prosperous Diwali.

Term Ends - Friday 17th
December
Spring Term 2022

@Stopsley
HighSch

Term Starts - Tuesday 4th
January - Staff Training

St Matthew’s Primary
School

Wednesday 5th January Whole school returns

Follow us on Twitter
@StopsleyHighSch

Can parents/carers please
inform the school if your child
is unwell as we are monitoring
please report this in the normal

Bushmead Primary
School

Wenlock C of E Junior
School

email address
stopsleyhighschool.co.uk

Flu Immunisations
Next Week students will be sent home with a consent form for parents / carers to complete and return to
school by Monday 15th November.

SPOTLIGHT
ON SUCCESS
Fantasy Foot Ball Premier League

SPOTLIGHT
ON THE NURTURE CENTRE
This week the students have been learning about different cultures
and celebrating Diwali. They made some sweets in their cooking
session.
The students have also enjoyed learning about Remembrance Day in
their Humanities lesson and have started to make their own poppies
to display in the Centre.

SPOTLIGHT
ON COMMUNITY

Child
Safety
Online:

Why children
use social media
• Entertainment
• Belonging
• Confidence
• Popularity
• Self-esteem
• Expression

A practical guide for parents and carers
whose children are using social media

Social networking is hugely popular.
Many young people are sophisticated in the
way they use social media apps and websites,
tailoring their communication for different
audiences, and accessing them from a range
of devices including smartphones, tablets,
and games consoles.

But social media, like all forms of public
communication, comes with some risks. Not all of
these risks turn into actual problems; and if children
never face any risks, they never learn how to deal
with them. By helping your child understand what
the risks are, you can play a big part in preventing
them from turning into problems.

Understand the risks children may need to deal with
What they could see or do:

Who they might meet:

How this could affect them

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Seeing or sharing of violent,
sexual and pornographic content
Inaccurate or false information
and extreme views

•

People who might bully,
intimidate or frighten
People posing behind
fake profiles for:

Promotion of harmful
behaviours including self-harm,
anorexia and suicide

– Mischief-making

Over-sharing of
personal information

– Blackmail and extortion

Actively or unintentionally
getting involved in
bullying or hurtful
behaviour

– Sexual grooming and
stalking
– Identity theft and hacking

•
•
•
•
•

Fear of missing out leading to
excessive use or exaggeration
Getting upset by things they
have seen and being uncertain
about what to do
Engaging, or being pressured
into engaging in more risky
behaviour either by accident
or by design
Developing unrealistic, and
perhaps depressing ideals of
body image and gender
Becoming subject to peer
pressure or interactions that are
intense or too difficult to handle
Creating an online reputation
that may create problems for
them in the future

Practical tips to help minimise
the risks your child might face

Keep talking and stay involved

It’s good practice for apps and websites to
have safety advice and well-designed safety
features which can make a real difference to
how safe your child will be when using them.

In a mobile age, children can’t be completely
protected, even by the best privacy controls;
another child may use different settings.
So it’s important to keep talking to your
child about the implications of social media.

Work through safety and privacy features on
the apps that your child is using, or might use.
Make sure they understand the point of these
and how to use them. Don’t be put off by
believing your child knows more than you:
the tools are actually quite easy to manage.

Getting a sense of what they think is a useful
place to start; you may be surprised by how
much thought they may have given to the issues
Encourage your child to think carefully about
the way they, and others behave online, and
how they might deal with difficult situations.

•

Ask them to show you which social media
apps they use and what they like about
them. Talk about how they use them
and what makes them so engaging.

•

People may not always be who they say
they are online: how can this create problems?

•

Why is it unwise to meet anyone in the
real world that you’ve only ever met online?

•

Explain how you can use privacy
settings to make sure only approved
friends can see posts & images.

•

•

Even if you think your messages are private,
remember that words and images can
always be captured and broadcast.

Check if any of their apps have
‘geo-location’ enabled, sharing their
location unintentionally.

•

•

People present themselves differently
online - do they really look like that?
Are they always having that good a time?

Show them how to report offensive
comments or block people who upset them.

•

•

Check ‘tagging’ settings so that when
others are posting or sharing photos online,
your child’s identity is not revealed. Also, get
people‘s consent before sharing photos.

Be aware that screens, and especially
being anonymous, can lead people to say
things they wouldn’t say to someone’s face.

•

What does being a good friend and a
likeable person online look like?

•

There can be pressure to be part of a
particular group online or to be seen
to be following a certain set of ideas.
How can you take a step back and make
your own decisions?

•

Encourage your child to come and talk to
you if they see anything that upsets them.

For more information

To make a report

You can find out more about how children use
social media, the apps they use, the risks they
face, how to use privacy settings, and advice
and tips about how to talk to your children at:

Concerned about online grooming
or sexual behaviour online? Contact
CEOP: www.ceop.police.uk

www.childnet.com/sns
www.internetmatters.org
www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
www.parentzone.org.uk
www.thinkyouknow.co.uk/parents
www.askaboutgames.com

If you stumble across criminal sexual or
obscene content on the internet you should
report it to the Internet Watch Foundation:
www.iwf.org.uk

