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Goodbye from Mrs Johns
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Dear Parents and Carers,
It is with mixed emotions that I write this. I am sad because this will be
my last one as Headteacher at Stopsley High School before I head off
into retirement. I have had such a wonderful career, joining Stopsley in
1999 and progressing to become Headteacher in 2013.
I have many fond memories and have seen so many students go on
to achieve great things through excellent teaching, hard work and
commitment. I am excited to be starting my next chapter of life after
Stopsley, although I haven’t quite planned what that will look like yet!
I recently met with some students who asked me lots of interesting
questions, which you will see below.
I wish you all the very best in your future endeavours.
Mrs Karen Johns

How long have you worked at Stopsley
High school?

What is the best part of your job?

Have you done any other jobs that are not
being a teacher?

What is the worst part of your job?

I began working as Head of Science at Stopsley in
1999.

I get to see so many inspirational teachers inspire
students. I love to help students to understand their
work and see their successes.
Emails.

Whilst at University I had a number of jobs
waitressing and working in kitchens and restaurants.
I went into teaching when I left University and have
loved my job.

Do you have a hero or someone you
admire?

What jobs or roles have you done
at SHS?

What is the funniest moment of your
teaching?

What was your favourite subject at school?

What has been your most proud moment
in teaching?

After Head of Science I became Assistant
Headteacher in 2003 and Headteacher in 2013.
I loved Science. It was why I became a Science
teacher. I love to know how things work and am
fascinated by the wonder of nature.

What subject did you like least at school
and why?

I enjoyed all my subjects and found it hard to have to
choose.

What inspired you to become a teacher?

My old Chemistry teacher and Barack Obama.

Seeing staff dress up on non-uniform days.

Watching students perform in front of their families,
that always makes me cry.

What hobbies do you have?

Travel, when we can. I love gardening and am very
proud of my roses.

What do you like doing in your spare time?
I enjoy walking and planning for places to travel to.

I had an amazing Chemistry teacher, a lady called
Dr Weeks. She was funny, clever and a woman
scientist. She encouraged me to be a Chemistry
teacher and I never looked back.

If you could change one thing what would
it be?

What would be your dream job?

What are you looking forward to most
when you leave?

I would love to study nutrition and how to help
people to eat healthily.

No COVID 19 so that students can get back to
normal.

Not having to set the alarm any more.
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GETTING TO KNOW
MS HAND
INTERIM HEADTEACHER

“ Every year I feel immense
pride in seeing students
open their results and
being rewarded for their
hard work with grades they
deserve.”
4 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success

Ms Hand joined the Stopsley
community in November
on a secondment from The
Compton School in North
London.
She has kindly taken time
out of her busy schedule
to answer some questions
and share a bit more about
herself.

→ Go back to contents page

What is your vision for Stopsley High
School?

Every child is unique and deserves the opportunity
to be happy, feel valued and experience success
whilst at Stopsley High School. We want our
children to feel equipped with the necessary skills
and resources to make a positive impact on the
world around them now and in the future.

What makes Stopsley unique?

genuinely thought you were capable of you would
not have tried so hard to prove me wrong. You were
always an A* student in my thinking”.

What is the best part of your job?

Seeing students proud of what they have achieved
whether that is personally or academically.

The school community is what makes Stopsley High
School unique. It is wonderful to be surrounded by
such diversity reflected in both the student and staff
body. All of this is underpinned by respect for one
another which I was able to benefit from on arrival
to the school. I have been so positively and warmly
welcomed by everyone and made to feel a part of
community so quickly which also demonstrates that
kindness and empathy are qualities that are instilled
within the community.

Do you have a hero or someone you
admire?

Have you done any other jobs other than
being a teacher?

Winning the Year 7 talent show with my tutor group
for our perfect performance of the Cha Cha Slide.

I applied for my first job as soon as I received
my National Insurance card. Whilst studying at
university I worked for a medical patents magazine
where I wrote articles on new medical devices. I
took a gap year between my second and third year
of university to earn some extra money. I worked
as a medical recruitment assistant for the London
Deanery overseeing the recruitment of specialist
registrars for hospitals across London.

What inspired you to become a teacher?

Two teachers really stood out for me at secondary
school; a Physics teacher and an English teacher. I
asked her what she thought I was capable of getting
in my English exams just before Christmas, in Year
11. Her response “Look darling let’s be honest you
are capable of getting a B grade but you’re lazy so
let’s be more realistic and say it will be a C”. I was
outraged that she had made her decision of my
capability without having a chance to prove her
wrong. On returning to school after getting my
results I was on a mission to find her and proudly
declare my double A* achievement. I was not ready
for her response. “Darling, if I told you what I

Beethoven is one of my heroes. To have created
such beautiful music, despite gradually losing his
hearing, astounds me and a helpful reminder that
there are no real obstacles other than those you
allow to be an obstacle.

What is the funniest moment of your
teaching?

What has been your proudest moment in
teaching?

Every year I feel immense pride in seeing students
open their results and being rewarded for their hard
work with grades they deserve. It is also wonderful
when students make the effort to visit you years on
and share where they are at in their lives. This all
makes teaching the best job in the world.

If you could change one thing what would
it be?

I would ban people from saying the phrase “I can’t”.
In most cases they could just add the word ‘yet’ as in
“I can’t yet”.

“Seeing students proud of
what they have achieved
whether that is personally
or academically.”
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Stopsley High School Library
A Central Hub for Learning and Enrichment Activities

Each year the library hosts several literary events to promote
literacy and reading for pleasure. These include murder
mystery games, book tasting events, readathon, Books Club,
World Book Day celebrations and author and poet visits. This
year we hosted our first virtual author visit with inspirational
hip hop artist, author and poet Breis.
SHS TRANSFORMS THE STUDENT
READING EXPERIENCE
Our school is committed to bringing unique learning
opportunities to our students and we are pleased to
introduce a new reading service that provides digital
books through Sora, the student reading app. Students
can now access a FREE collection of ebooks and
audiobooks and read independently on their own devices
using the Sora app.
In addition to our digital collection students have access
to an up to date printed collection of popular fiction
titles and curriculum text. These are available for loan
Mondays to Fridays in the mornings at break, lunchtimes
and after school.

FOSTERING POSITIVE ROLE MODELS
FOR OUR LIBRARY USERS
Every year students in years 7, 8 and 9 are invited to
take part in our student librarian programme. Selected
students volunteer to help in the library during their
lunch breaks. This is a great opportunity for students
from different year groups to work together as a
team and build friendships. The programme has been
successful in building students’ self-confidence creating
positive role models and giving students a sense of
ownership of the library.

6 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success
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INSPIRING AND MOTIVATING
STUDENTS TO DO THEIR BEST
THROUGH HEALTHY COMPETITIONS
Students are encouraged to improve and develop their
competitive spirit by participating in our annual reading
competition, Stopsley High School Book Battle. SHS Book
Battle, an inter-house reading competition that promotes an
appreciation for reading and the love of books. Teams from
different houses are quizzed on a selection of books and
then go through different rounds to be crowned the winner
of the event.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LINK
AND OUTREACH
We encourage students to get involved in the local library
volunteering schemes such as the Library Makers and the
Summer Reading Challenges. Students also participate
in the Carnegie & Kate Greenway Shadowing Schemes,
the National Literacy Trust’s “Skills Academy” and British
Film Institute’s Film Festival. We have also created links
with other schools across the world; we have virtually
linked with students in Jamaica and donated books and
equipment to schools in Ghana.

INSTILLING A LOVE FOR THE SPOKEN
AND WRITTEN WORD VIA VIRTUAL
AUTHOR VISIT
Stopsley High School welcomed author, poet and hip hop
artist Breis via Google Meet.
He shared his love of words, music and poetry with
students and gave an engaging presentation on the history
of hip hop culture and it’s influence on the English lexicon.
He also gave tips on how students can use the art of
rapping as a study guide and as a tool for sharing their
ideas. Students were encouraged to be creative writers
and use rapping as a medium of constructively expressing
their feelings.

“ I enjoyed learning about the
power of the spoken word and
I will definitely use rhyming to
help me with my revision.”
Year 10 Student
Ambition - Endeavour - Success |
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Spotlight on Careers
Our extensive careers programme provides students with
skills, knowledge, support and experience of the world of
work to enable them to make informed career choices.
STEM Inspiration Week
During 12th-16th October, some of our Year 9
students took part in STEM inspiration week,
which was organised by STEMPOINT East. The
week involved a host of virtual sessions with a
focus on all things STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Maths). Sessions included a virtual
tour of Sanger Institutes mosquito lab where
students learnt how scientists test for malaria,
a careers inspiration talk from an RAF sergeant
where students asked questions about the routes
into the RAF and a session with Cranfield Water
Science Institute explaining how professionals from
across the STEM subjects work together on the
formation and removal of fatbergs.

“This experience makes my options
much easier. I have more knowledge
about STEM careers and have a good
idea of which path I will follow.”
Year 9 Student

Year 11 Virtual Apprenticeship Workshops
In January, Project ASK from Amazing Apprenticeships are hosting a
virtual session for Year 11 students on all things apprenticeships. This
will be delivered to all of the Year 11 students and then the following
week, those who are interested in applying for an apprenticeship will
be able to access a virtual application workshop with Project ASK.

8 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success
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Inter-house Competitions
It has been a fantastic start to the year with inter-house
competitions at Stopsley. Students have thoroughly enjoyed
engaging in friendly competitions and we have had overwhelmingly
positive feedback. The Geography quiz was an outstanding success,
with a hard-fought victory for the students in Corinth House.
The Fantasy Football League is also challenging students and staff
to come up with the best football team to get them to the top of
the Stopsley Fantasy Football League. Coming up in the next half
term will be the completion of the Spelling Bee and competition
from the Art department. So far Corinth is leading the inter-house
competition league, closely followed by Hellenic. Students and staff
need to keep working hard to score points to make their House the
best in the school.

2nd
1st

3rd
4th

Top Student Manager
Zainab A - 528
Top Staff Manager
Mr Wise - 505
Fantasy Football League

AMBITION
ENDEAVOUR
SUCCESS

Geography Quiz Competition

Miniature Set design Competition

Spelling Bee Tournament
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Promoting Community,
Equality and Diversity
This term has seen the launch of the Inclusion
Champions.
Students across all year groups have applied to be
their form representative.
We have received over 75 applications.
What is their role?
These students have a voice for the whole of their form and will lead discussions during form time to
ensure our community uphold our values and support each other without discrimination.
These students will undergo training and will be recording bi-weekly podcasts for the Stopsley
community to create a diverse environment where all students feel comfortable.
All staff have been given a badge to wear on their lanyard; the badge demonstrates that Stopsley High
School is an open, non-judgemental and inclusive school where we care for all. We value everyone’s
contribution and take pride in celebrating community, equality and diversity. The badge is a powerful
way of demonstrating our commitment to this across the school and community.

Ambition - Endeavour - Success

Stopsley high school

Community, Equality & Diversity Calendar 2020/2021
September

October
Black history Month

I choose to include
10th - Suicide Prevention Day
12th - World First Aid Day
15th - Day Of Democracy
16th - Sexual Health Week
21st - International Day Of Peace
23rd - Recycle Week

2nd - World Smile Day
10th - World Mental Health Day
18th - Anti-slavery Day

January

Febuary

World religion
11th - Obesity Awareness Week
17th - World Religions Day
27th - Holocaust Memorial Day

LGBTQ+ History Month

3rd - Children’s Mental Health Week
4th - world Cancer Day
9th - Safer Internet Day
16th - Chinese New Year
17th - Random Acts of Kindness Day

May

June

Mental Health awareness
3rd - Sun Awareness Week
13th - Mental Health Awareness Week

Gender Diversity
4th - World Environment Day
14th - World Blood Donor Day
20th - World Refugee Day
24th - RSE Day
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November
inclusive Cultures
1st - UK Parliament Week
4th - Stress Awareness Day
11th - Remembrance Day/AntiBullying Week
13th - World Kindness Day
14th - World Diabetes Day

March
Connecting Communities
1st - Eating Disorders
Awarenessweek
9th - International Womens’ Day
10th - No Smoking Day
22nd - World Water Day

December
People with a disabillity

1st - World AIDS Day
2nd - Daay for the Abolition of Slavery
4th - Day for Persons with Disabilities
10th - Human Rights Day
18 th - International Migrants Day

April
Gypsy, Roma, Traveller
History Month

2nd - Autism Awareness Day
7th - World Health Day

Diversity is being invited to the
party; inclusion is being asked
to dance.

#IChooseToInclude
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Themes of the Month
Black History Month
Throughout October students had the opportunity
to take part in a number of activities to celebrate
black history month. Students learnt about inspiring
and influential figures from history as well as current
cultural icons. Within form time students were
informed about President Nelson Mandela’s journey
of uniting a divided nation through the power of
sports. Students studied the poem Invictus by
William Ernest Henley (1849– 1903) which President
Mandela used to inspire the Springboks team to win
the Rugby World Cup in 1995. Students had the
opportunity to create their own poems of positivity
with a focus on equality, respect and acceptance.
At lunchtimes students had the chance to sample Afro-Caribbean cuisine and two
of our Year 11 students, Davina and Zuri choreographed and performed a fantastic
Afrobeat dance routine to their year group.

Anti-Bullying Month
In November students took part in Anti Bullying
week. To mark the first day of anti bullying week
students were invited to join in and come to school
wearing odd socks in order to show that we are all
unique in our own way. In form time students were
able to look at bullying as group behaviour and how
together we can change group behaviour for the
better in order to stop bullying. Each form was also
able to write their own comment or sign their name
on a puzzle piece to pledge what they will do moving
forward to help combat bullying. These puzzle pieces
were then joined in order to create a display in school
to highlight this year’s anti bullying key message: We
are united against bullying.

Themes of the Month Calendar 2020/2021
September

October

November

December

January

February

Ambition

Black History
Month

Remembrance

Gratitude

Compassion

Internet
Safety

March

April

May

June

July

Celebration
of Science

Honesty

Endeavour

Equality

Success

Anti Bullying

Friendship
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Lockdown Learning
Schools up and down the country
have faced the same challenges
in helping young people to
continue their learning from home
during lockdown. At Stopsley, our
dedicated staff worked tirelessly to
ensure our students didn’t miss a
beat with their learning.

514

A team of volunteer staff made
over 500 visors for various health
care professionals in collaboration
with Luton Sixth Form College.

3000
Over 3000 phone calls made
to support students.

50%
Over 50% of students
fully engaged with the
Google Classroom video
lessons and tasks.

25

Stopsley took a delivery of 25
Chrome Books from Luton
Learning Link and Susan Lousada
- High Sheriff of Bedfordshire.
The Chrome Books have
supported students with their
remote learning.

12 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success

300
Over 300 Science
department safety goggles
donated to L&D Hospital.

4,186
Stopsley’s Student Survival Guide was accessed more
than 4000 times. The guide gave students meaningful
and helpful content to assist them with virtual learning.

→ Go back to contents page

587

9th

Over 587 paper packs delivered
by hand by Stopsley Staff.

SHS achieved 9th out of 442
schools nationally on the Seneca
platform.
Students completed a whopping
29,660 study sessions.

500
IT help desk at Stopsley
responded to over 500
emails of student queries.

14
Pastoral support team
engaged 14 students
in a weekly cooking
project.

20
Dominos donated and delivered 20 pizzas for our
keyworker students on Rewards Day.

3
Year 10 students (now Year 11) experienced three
additional weeks of support and teaching sessions
after 20th June 2020 in school, whereby resources
were given to support their independent learning and
advice on how to ensure they are closing the gap.

Ambition - Endeavour - Success |
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Transition
#RainbowChallenge
Challenges included making rainbow artwork for key workers. Stopsley
rainbows were seen everywhere in the village.

Over many years
we have perfected a
transition programme
that we know delivers
results. This year our
Transition team were
very creative in helping
our new joiners
with transitioning to
secondary school life.
Here are highlights of
the incredible projects
they got involved with.

Virtual tour and meet the
team videos
To help the new arrivals get to grips
with their new environment, we
produced several videos including a
virtual tour of the school grounds and
greetings from Year 7 Form Tutors.

14 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success

Select icon to watch
the virtual tour
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Taskmaster Challenges

Pumpkin Carving

Following our motto ‘don’t get bored - get busy’ the Year 6 students
enthusiastically engaged in Taskmaster Challenges. These included the
tower challenge, upside down self-portrait challenge and lockdown
stories challenge.

For a large dose of spooky we held
a pumpkin carving competition
with a light up assembly to show
them all off! Fantastic effort from
all who took part.

Keeping Up with the 7’s
We caught up with two Year 7 students to
see how they have settled into Stopsley life.
Say hello to Amelia and Rojai.

How did you feel before your first day?
Amelia: Excited, but nervous!
Rojai: Overwhelmed.

How was your first day?

Rojai: The morning was frightening, but then as I
got to introduce myself and make friends, then I felt
happy.
Amelia: It was tough at first, but as the day went
on, it felt much better. Overall my first day was fun,
and I learnt a lot.

What have you enjoyed about your first
term?

Rojai: I love Stopsley and it has been very different
from primary school, in a good way.
Getting used to the school day has taken the most
time but I’m used to it now.
I have enjoyed Drama and my favourite subject so

far is PSHCE as I like to
talk about social issues.
Amelia: I love school, so
I’ve loved every minute
of my first term. My favourite lesson is History as
I like to understand how the past has changed our
lives now.

What do you want to do when you grow
up?

Rojai: When I’m older, I want to be an underground
engineer or start my own car dealership, so I know I
need to work hard and listen in Maths, English and
Design Technology.
Amelia: I’m not too sure yet, but I do enjoy English.

What are you looking forward to in
school?

Rojai: I am looking forward to dissecting stuff
like frogs in science, making stuff and anything
mechanical.
Amelia: I am looking forward to the day where we
can move around the school.

Ambition - Endeavour - Success |
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Teaching and Learning Conferences
A special Student Voice group was created to support the Stopsley Way initiative. We wanted to engage with
our student stakeholders to develop high impact strategies for learning in the classroom to assist them in their
learning journeys and improve their capacity for learning.
To date, there have been three Student Voice Conferences.
In these conferences, the Student Voice Teaching and Learning Group focus on different learning strategies
that were being developed by an Action Research Group from the teaching staff. This was based around
Responsive Teaching. This means developing strategies that allow teachers to respond to the students’ needs
live in the classroom. Through a series of learning walks, lesson observations and collaborative planning, the
Action Research Group developed 5 active ingredients to support learning across the school. These are:

Modelling

Questioning
Retrieval Practice

Success Criteria
Consolidation Learning

The Student Voice Teaching and Learning Group experienced different workshops looking at different
strategies focussed on the active ingredients. From this, the students discussed their effectiveness in helping
them understand, supporting their thinking and challenging them. The Student Voice Teaching and Learning
Group then developed a Charter for Learning (below) outlining their expectations for lessons across the school
to support them with their learning journeys.

16 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success
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Top Class Student
This September saw the launch of the Top Class Student
rewards programme. Students aspire to reach top class
standards in their attitude to learning, attendance,
conduct and their contributions to the community
It has been a great success with half the students
reaching the standard required to hit the Bronze targets.
Next term these students will be working hard to
achieve the Silver standard.
Top up weeks during the term allow students to collect
even more achievement points towards their targets.

A Stopsley Top Class student’s conduct
demonstrates they:

A Stopsley Top Class student’s attitude to
learning demonstrates they:

•
•
•
•

•
•

are polite and respectful
are punctual
are prepared for the school day
endeavour to present both themselves and their
work to the highest standard

•

are focussed and ready to learn new concepts
embrace challenge as a learning opportunity and
always try their best
recognise feedback is an opportunity to reach
your peak

A Stopsley Top Class student’s commitment
to the community demonstrates they:

A Stopsley Top Class student’s attendance
demonstrates they:

•

•

are a valued member of the Stopsley community
through their commitment to the school values of
ambition, endeavour and success

are committed to attending school everyday
and reaching as a minimum the stopsley good
attendance rate of 97%

Ambition - Endeavour - Success |
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Moving the Stage Online
The drama department has always loved putting on
shows for students and the wider community. School
productions usually consist of a combined effort
across all year groups and having the opportunity
to perform in front of a live audience. The drama
department devised a creative solution by utilising
technology and rigorous planning to enable students
to continue participating in drama performances.
The drama department moved the stage online and produced Stopsley’s first
online Autumn Showcase. Students performed their acts in their bubbles and
through the magic of technology, streamed it on Youtube for the Stopsley
community. During this challenging time, the drama department wanted
to use this platform to support a local charity. Our chosen charity for this
production is Luton Food Bank. For the inaugural performance, we raised £80
using GoFundMe.
The performance was well received and clocked in 327 views. The department
would like to continue using this format for future productions.

In association with

Select icon to
watch the shows

18 | Ambition - Endeavour - Success
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Digital Leaders

Our digital leaders are students
who have shown a passion to help
the school shape the vision and
strategy for the use of technology in
school. They will take on and develop
leadership roles which provide advice
and guidance on the effectiveness of
technology for education. In addition,
they strive to help and support others
with the use of technology.
Future projects in the making are the creation
of a virtual assembly for Safer Internet Day.

Student Voice

During the first half term, we launched this year’s
Student Voice. The focus this year is on student
well-being. Although we are in challenging times,
the student’s voice is more important than ever.
We want to ensure that the students have an
opportunity to share their views and ideas on the
issues affecting them.

Actions

Impact

Next Steps

Thus far we have completed a
student well-being survey and
as a result, we have been able
to address key concerns and
implement practical ideas into
action.

The areas that Student Voice
wants to focus on is to provide
networks of support that will
allow students to have greater
resilience, self-awareness,
community development and
information of where they can
find further support.

We are going to be looking at
new ways of learning, this will
include virtual meetings with
the Student Voice reps and the
development of virtual learning
and community.
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Stopsley High School
St. Thomas’ Road, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 7UX
Tel: 01582 870900
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